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 1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 
 

This report presents the results of an update to a Phase I Environmental Assessment conducted by 
American Environmental Specialists Co. (AES), in September 1996 of the property located at the 
southeast corner of Prairie Street and Corbin Avenue in Northridge, California. 
 
The objective of the update to the Phase I Environmental Assessment was to provide The Krausz 
Companies, Inc. with information regarding potential areas of environmental concern that may be 
associated with activities both on and in the vicinity of the subject property. 
 
The information presented in this report is based on the following: 
 

• Site reconnaissance to identify areas of potential environmental concern on the 
subject property; 
 

• Survey of the adjacent properties to see if hazardous substances were observed or if 
conditions existed which appeared likely to impact the property; 
 

• A review of public records to identify sites of environmental concern on or within a 
radius of the property as determined by ASTM; and 
 

• AES’s Phase I Environmental Assessment Report dated October 7, 1996.   

 

 

 2.0  SITE DESCRIPTION AND CURRENT USES 

 
Ms. Kristen Williamson, an associate at AES, conducted a site visit on March 8, 1999.  Select 
features were photographed during the site visit and are attached.  The location of the site is shown 
on Figure 1. 
 
The western two-thirds of the property is a vacant lot, and the eastern third is part of the main 
parking lot servicing the adjacent Litton Guidance and Control facility.  A chain-link fence 
surrounds the property to limit access.  The parking lot is accessed from a drive way on Prairie 
Street.  Except for a small guard shack, there are no buildings on the property.  Evidence of 
environmental concerns on the property was not observed during the site visit.  
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 3.0  ADJACENT SITE AND VICINITY OBSERVATIONS 

 
The surrounding area is commercial.  Two office buildings are west of the property, across Corbin 
Avenue.  Litton Guidance and Control Systems is south of the site.  Their facility consists of 
office and other space used in the design, production, and testing of guidance and control systems 
used in military aerospace applications.  A parking lot servicing the facility is east of the site.  
Modern Wholesale Electric, Defco Lithograph Company, and Optronics are north of the site, 
across Prairie Avenue.  
 
The exteriors of the properties adjacent to the property were observed for evidence of hazardous 
materials, underground storage tanks (USTs), and other environmental concerns.  Evidence of these 
items was not observed from the exterior, however, the records search indicated that hazardous 
materials are used and generated at the Litton facility. 
 
 
 
 4.0  RECORDS SEARCH 

 

VISTA Environmental Solutions, Inc. (VISTA) was retained to perform an environmental 
database search for locations identified as hazardous substance and/or hazardous waste sites near 
the subject property.  The search distance from the site was determined by ASTM standards. The 
complete VISTA report including the names and descriptions of the agency lists searched, the 
search distance from the site, and the date the list was last updated is attached.  A summary of the 
facilities identified by VISTA’s search are summarized below. 
 
 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Information System 
(CERCLIS) 
 

One facility within a half-mile radius of the site is on the US EPA CERCLIS list.  The 
CERCLIS list provides information on sites identified by the US EPA as known or 
suspected hazardous waste sites that may require cleanup.  The facility, Metals Technology, 
Inc., is located about a half-mile southwest of the site.  The status of the facility is unknown, 
however, based on the distance of the facility from the site, the facility is unlikely to impact 
the environmental integrity of the site at this time. 

 
 
California Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Report 
 

The California State Water Resources Control Board, in cooperation with the Office of 
Emergency Services, compiles lists of all leaks of hazardous substances from 
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underground storage tanks in the State of California.  The nine regional boards maintain 
information on all reported leak cases within their jurisdiction, both for those where the 
regional board and where other local agencies take the lead in overseeing investigations 
and remedial actions.  The California Environmental Protection Agency's Department of 
Hazardous Materials Data Management collects the nine regional lists and publishes them 
as one database named LUST. 

 
VISTA identified six LUST facilities within a one-half mile radius of the site.  The state 
has closed the files for four of the facilities.  The two remaining facilities are a quarter mile 
or more from the site.  Based on the status and locations of the identified facilities, they are 
unlikely to impact the environmental integrity of the site at this time. 

 
 
Coretese List 
 

Two facilities within a half-mile of the site are identified on the Cortese list.  The Cortese 
list identifies potential and confirmed hazardous waste and substance sites throughout 
California.  The database is no longer in production but is provided by VISTA in its most 
recent version.  A leaking tank is identified at both facilities.  Both facilities are more 
than a quarter mile from the site and are unlikely to impact the environmental integrity of 
the properties at this time.  

 
 
California Registered Underground Storage Tank Report (UST) 
 

The UST Report is a listing of all registered underground storage tanks located within the 
State of California.  VISTA identified three UST facilities within a quarter-mile radius of 
the site.  None of the facilities are on the LUST list and there are no reported environmental 
problems associated with the three facilities.  They are all unlikely to impact the 
environmental integrity of the site at this time. 

 
 
Resource Conservation & Recovery Information System (RCRIS) 
 

The US Environmental Protection Agency has developed and maintained lists of 
hazardous waste generators (large and small), hazardous waste permitted 
treatment/storage/disposal facilities (TSD), and Corrective Actions Sites (Corracts) in the 
State of California, pursuant to the requirements of the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA) under the Resource Conservation & Recovery Information System 
(RCRIS). 
 
Large generators (LG) pertain to facilities that generate more than 1,000 kilograms of 
hazardous waste per month.  Small generators (SG) pertain to facilities that generate 
between 100 kilograms and 1,000 kilograms of hazardous waste per month.  Information 
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pertaining to the status of facilities is provided through the RCRA Administrative Action 
Tracking System (RAATS). 
 
Vista did not identify TSD facilities within a one-half mile radius of the site or large 
generators within an eighth-mile radius of the site.  Two Corracts facilities were 
identified within one mile of the site and four facilities are on the small generator’s list 
within an eighth-mile radius of the site.   
 
The Corracts facilities are located about one mile west and southwest of the site.  Both 
are listed with a low priority status and both are unlikely to impact the environmental 
integrity of the site at this time. 
   
The Litton facility, identified as Teledyne Systems, is listed as a small quantity generator. 
 Three other facilities within an eighth-mile of the site are also identified.  There are no 
reported environmental problems associated with the listed facilities, and they are 
unlikely to impact the environmental integrity of the site at this time. 
 
Vista did not identify other facilities within the required search distance from the 
property. 

 
 

5.0  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
Based on a visual assessment of the site, a search of federal, state, and local records, and a review of 
AES’ Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report, AES concludes the following: 
 

• Evidence of USTs or hazardous materials was not observed at the site during the site 
 reconnaissance. 
 
• Evidence of activities that appeared likely to impact the site were not observed at 
 adjacent properties north, east, south, and west of the site. 
 
• The facilities identified by the federal, state, and local agency databases did not  
 appear likely to impact the environmental integrity of the site at this time. 

 
Based on the results of this assessment, AES does not recommend additional assessment of the site. 
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6.0  LIMITATIONS 

 
 
This report has been prepared by American Environmental Specialists, Inc. (AES) for the exclusive 
use of The Krausz Companies, Inc.  Our professional services have been performed using that 
degree of care and skill ordinarily exercised under similar circumstances by other environmental 
professionals practicing in this field.  No other warranty, express or implied, is made as to the 
professional advice in this report.  Any use of or reliance on this report by a third party shall be at 
such a party's sole risk. 
 
AES can offer no assurances and assumes no responsibility for site conditions or activities that were 
outside the scope of the inquiry requested by The Krausz Companies, Inc. as outlined in this 
document. It should be understood that AES has relied on the accuracy of documents, oral 
information, and other material and information provided by The Krausz Companies, Inc. and other 
associated parties.  It is recognized that regulatory requirements may change, including the revision 
of accepted action levels, which could necessitate a review of the discussion, findings, 
recommendations or conclusions of this report.  Any subsequent modification, revision or 
verification of this report must be provided in writing by AES. 
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